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accident. They spent a few days visiting 
John in the hospital. John eventually made 
a complete recovery and the Megathlins 
spent some time exploring Savannah. They 
were intrigued. 

While in the city, Megathlin visited Arm-
strong State College. He discovered that a 
new criminal justice program was in the 
process of being established under the lead-
ership of Jim Witt. A few letters, phone 
calls, and an interview later, Megathlin was 
hired as one of two new professors in the 
fledgling program. Several years later, when 
Witt took a sabbatical, Megathlin was 
tapped to serve as interim chairman of the 
department. 

‘‘In those days,’’ Megathlin recalls, ‘‘there 
were large numbers of students pursuing 
criminal justice degrees, and local and state 
agencies were hungering for involvement 
with the university and for the opportunity 
to work with students and faculty. They 
were anxious to reach out to academics to 
help them address some of their challenges. 
That was very attractive. 

‘‘It was a great time for me professionally. 
Career-wise, I got more involved with admin-
istrative responsibilities.’’ 

When former president Robert A. Burnett 
arrived, he combined the departments of 
criminal justice and political science into 
the Department of Government under 
Megathlin. 

‘‘Bob Burnett was good for the university 
and for me,’’ Megathlin said. ‘‘He was one of 
those people involved in the business of ad-
ministration who makes it a team effort. 
Over the years, I’ve been fortunate to work 
with people who make me look good.’’ 

When former vice-president Frank A. But-
ler created a division of academic and enroll-
ment services, he named Megathlin as dean 
to spearhead the reorganization. 

Contacted at his Atlanta office, Butler, 
now vice chancellor of the University Sys-
tem of Georgia’s Office of Academics, Fac-
ulty, and Student Affairs said, ‘‘We were able 
to create a good climate for student enroll-
ment thanks to Bill. He was a major part of 
the idea creating cadre.’’ 

Butler gives Megathlin much of the credit 
for increasing the college’s enrollment past 
the 3,000 mark in the late ‘80’s. ‘‘He doesn’t 
make things take forever,’’ Butler said. ‘‘He 
cuts to the chase and gets results.’’ 

Over time, new functions were added to the 
academic and enrollment division that didn’t 
always form a neat fit, but Megathlin found 
ways to make them work. In the process, he 
was in position to influence many aspects of 
the growing university. 

With the arrival of President Thomas Z. 
Jones, Megathlin again found himself in the 
middle of reorganization. To help move his 
vision for the university forward, Jones 
asked Megathlin to become his assistant for 
strategic initiatives. 

In his new role, Megathlin can often be 
found in Atlanta, making AASU’s case to 
legislators and regents for buildings such as 
University Hall, the Science Center, the fu-
ture academic building, and the planned ren-
ovation of the Lane Library. 

Forrest Lott, principle in Lott + Barber 
Architects, has worked with Megathlin on 
the construction of University Hall and the 
Science Center, as well as on the refur-
bishing of Solms and Hawes halls. ‘‘One of 
the things about Bill,’’ Lott said, ‘‘is that he 
recognizes the skills and abilities of each of 
the team members and relies on them to do 
their part. He doesn’t try to be the architect 
. . . That gets everyone pulling in the right 
direction.’’ Lott was impressed by 
Megathlin’s professionalism. ‘‘Whenever 
there was an issue related to any of the 
projects we worked with him on, he made it 
go away instantly,’’ the architect said. 

Megathlin also serves as the link to Geor-
gia’s leadership structure. ‘‘It is important 
that the state’s leaders know what Arm-
strong Atlantic is all about,’’ he explained. 
‘‘To his credit, the president has made that 
a high priority for the university.’’ 

State Senator Eric Johnson has known 
Megathlin for fifteen years and has worked 
with him in the legislature on educational 
issues affecting AASU and the First District. 
Mention the educator and words like ‘‘gen-
tleman’’ and ‘‘integrity’’ immediately slip 
into the legislator’s conversation. Johnson 
summed up his observations by saying, 
‘‘When Bills asks for something, you know 
it’s important and you know it’s been 
prioritized. He always knows what is reason-
able and possible.’’ 

Megathlin doesn’t talk much about his per-
sonal leadership style, but he did volunteer 
this: ‘‘You have to make things happen and 
not just wait for them to happen. That’s 
probably the key to leadership.’’
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TRIBUTE TO ROGER MADSEN 

HON. C.L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ OTTER 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 25, 2003

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
bring to the attention of the House an indi-
vidual who is truly a servant of the people, a 
man who I am honored to call my friend and 
a person I had the benefit of working with 
while he served in the Idaho State Senate and 
as a gubernatorial appointee. Almost nine 
years ago, Roger Madsen was named director 
of the Idaho Department of Labor. In that ca-
pacity, we worked closely on Idaho’s Work-
force Development Cabinet and later created 
Idaho’s Workforce Development Council. With 
Roger’s dedication and vision, Idaho has been 
recognized as a leader in workforce develop-
ment at the national level. This year, the Na-
tional Association of State Workforce Agencies 
presented Director Madsen with its 2003 
President’s Award. The award may be given 
to an organization or individual to recognize 
extraordinary service to America’s workforce 
development system. Roger’s commitment to 
the workforce system in Idaho is commend-
able, and we are truly fortunate to have some-
one of his caliber dedicate his life to public 
service. His integrity, innovation and devotion 
to his work and the people of Idaho set a high 
standard for excellence. He has become an 
invaluable asset for our state, and an example 
of selflessness that all of us would do well to 
emulate. I want to take this opportunity to per-
sonally thank Roger for all he has done for 
Idaho and its citizens.
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CELEBRATING THE 65TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CALVO’S INSURANCE, 
AND ITS IMPORTANT CONTRIBU-
TION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 25, 2003

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Calvo family of Guam as 
they celebrate the 65th anniversary of Calvo’s 
Insurance. The name Calvo has long been 

synonymous with integrity, austerity, leader-
ship, service to community, and entrepre-
neurial spirit. As a locally-owned small busi-
ness, Calvo Enterprises has grown by never 
losing touch with its consumer base in Guam 
and constantly updating its business model to 
accommodate the ever-changing nature of 
commerce and society in Guam. 

In 1938, Calvo’s Insurance founder Eduardo 
‘‘Jake’’ Calvo began selling fire and typhoon 
policies out of his home in Hagatna. A banker 
by trade, Jake Calvo built upon his rapport 
with the local community in securing the trust 
of insurance policy holders throughout Guam. 
By forging personal relationships with clients 
and exemplifying the importance of delivering 
meaningful products to the people of Guam, 
Calvo’s Insurance has grown to become one 
of the most important and recognized compa-
nies in Guam. 

The legacy of Jake Calvo has endured 
nearly four decades since his passing. In suc-
ceeding him, Jake Calvo’s three sons, Paul M. 
Calvo, Edward M. Calvo and Thomas J. M. 
Calvo, carefully maintained the business 
standards of their father. Today, Calvo’s Insur-
ance is Guam’s oldest and largest insurance 
agency. 

I would be remiss not to mention that Paul 
M. Calvo also served as Governor of Guam 
from 1979–1983 and helped develop a suc-
cessful formula for economic growth in Guam. 
He subsequently incorporated this experience 
in helping to develop an astute and forward-
thinking business model for the family busi-
ness. Now known as Calvo Enterprises, the 
Calvo family has diversified its positions in 
Guam’s business sector, operating successful 
small businesses in local media, distributor-
ships, restaurants, real estate, and retail. 

I also want to take this time to congratulate 
the current General Manager of Calvo’s Insur-
ance, Paul Calvo, on this momentous anniver-
sary. Exemplifying the spirit of his late grand-
father, Paul began as an underwriter for the 
family business and worked his way up 
through administrative and management posi-
tions before being placed in charge of the day-
to-day activities of Calvo’s Insurance. His 
leadership in the wake of Supertyphoons 
Chata’an and Pongsona in 2002 was crucial to 
the prompt dispatch of insurance adjusters 
and subsequent processing of insurance 
claims throughout Guam. 

To Calvo Enterprises and the entire Calvo 
family, congratulations! Thank you for your 
many years of leadership in the local business 
community, and I wish you continued success.
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EVEN MORE GROUPS RALLY TO 
SUPPORT H. CON. RES. 330

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 25, 2003

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res. 
330, the International Human Rights Equality 
Act, addresses one of the most underreported 
areas of human rights violations, the persecu-
tion of an individual solely on the basis of sex-
ual orientation or gender identity. 

At our recent press conference, Martin 
Ornelas-Quintero, Executive Director, of the 
National Latina/o Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
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Transgender Organization, eloquently high-
lighted the global prevalence of these viola-
tions. I ask that his statement be included at 
this point in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
STATEMENT BY MARTN ORNELAS-QUINTERO, 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THE NATIONAL 
LATINA/O LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL & 
TRANSGENDER ORGANIZATION (LLEGÓ) 
Good morning. I want to thank Congress-

man Lantos and resolution co-sponsor Con-
gressman Shays for their work, and also all 
the human rights organizations here today 
that stand together in support of this impor-
tant resolution. My name is Martı́n Ornelas-
Quı́ntero, executive director of LLEGÓ, the 
National Latina/o Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Transgender organization. I would like 
to read an excerpt from a letter sent by 
LLEGÓ to the honorable Richard Maduro, 
president of Honduras in September of this 
year 

In the city of San Pedro Sula, the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and transsexual 
community is confronting persecution, har-
assment, mistreatment and humiliation be-
cause of this attempt to defend the human 
rights of other LGBTT community members. 
Specifically, we wanted to bring attention to 
the case of La China. 

La China, born as Elkyn Suarez—along 
with the LGBTT community members, de-
mands that the police of San Pedro Sula 
begin to conduct more exhaustive investiga-
tions into the deaths of members of the 
LGBTT community so that these murders do 
not go unpunished, as they have in the past. 

Ms. Suarez was a witness to the murder of 
David Yanez and has served as a witness for 
the state during the prosecution case. Under 
international scrutiny, Elkyn has main-
tained her composure and courage to con-
front representatives of the police force who, 
instead of protecting the citizens of San 
Pedro Sula, have violated their promise to 
protect the law and have become criminals 
themselves. We are aware that the Honduran 
government has measures at their disposal 
to protect witnesses in criminal cases. We in 
the international community want to make 
sure these measures are available for all in-
habitants of Honduras with regard to their 
sexual orientation or gender identity. 

We make a call to the community to sup-
port and bring attention to this case and the 
need for the Honduran government to pro-
tect all of its citizens. We are aware that in 
the case of La China Suarez, the police of-
fered its protection for a limited time and 
have withdrawn it. Given the threatening 
conditions the LGBTT community of San 
Pedro Sula lives in every day, we want to 
emphasize the necessity for this protection 
to continue until all the individuals related 
to the case are found and judged. Our great-
est concern at the moment is the life of Ms. 
Suarez, and we would appreciate support and 
assistance in facilitating her protection’’ 
(Letter to Honorable Licenciado Ricardo 
Maduro, Presidente de la República, y la 
Honorable Aguas Ocaña Navarro, Primera 
Dama de Honduras, dated September 15, 
2003). 

Ms. Suarez, a Honduran transgender 
woman, witnessed the murder of another 
transgender woman by two police officers. 
After testifying against the men, Ms. Suarez 
was reluctantly given witness protection. 
Unfortunately, Ms. Suarez, who was unem-
ployed at the time, had to find money not 
only for her own food and shelter needs, but 
had to feed and provide lodging for her ‘‘pro-
tectors.’’ The two police officer, although ac-
cused and charged, ‘‘miraculously’’ slipped 
out of police custody. Also, ‘‘miraculously,’’ 
witness protection services for Ms. Suarez 
were curtailed. Finding her life in danger, 
she fled—with the help of Amnesty Inter-

national and LLEGÓ—to Guatemala. There, 
the paramilitary tried to kill her. Again, 
with assistance from Amnesty and LLEGÓ, 
she fled to the Netherlands, where she today 
waits to be granted asylum. This is just one 
example of the dangers LGBTT people face 
everyday all over the world. We cannot sit 
idly while our brothers and sisters are being 
harassed, tortured and murdered often for 
simply being who they are. This is why we 
applaud and wholeheartedly endorse the res-
olution introduced today by Congressman 
Tom Lantos and Congressman Christopher 
Shays.’’
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RECOGNIZING CARL HOWARD FOR 
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE 
SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 25, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Carl Howard, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 247, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Carl has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
ten years Carl has been involved with scout-
ing, he has earned 40 merit badges, as well 
as the World Conservation Award, the Arrow 
of Light, and God and Country. He has held 
numerous leadership positions, serving as as-
sistant patrol leader and den chief. Carl is also 
a Tom-Tom Beater in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Carl obtained 
the needed supplies and coordinated a group 
of scouts in painting the baseball dugouts at 
Waterwell Park in Kansas City, Missouri. The 
project was completed to repair damage from 
a flood. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Carl Howard for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout.
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FILING OF FY 2004 OMNIBUS 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 25, 2003

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I wish the record 
to reflect my deep disappointment with the 
Justice Department and Attorney General 
John Ashcroft for supporting language in the 
FY 2004 omnibus appropriations bill reducing 
the amount of time background record checks 
for gun sales are maintained. As the son of a 
police officer, I believe this change could be 
detrimental to public safety and ultimately re-
sult in people dying. 

When the FY 2004 Commerce-Justice-State 
(CJS) appropriations bill was debated in full 
committee this summer, several amendments 
dealing with firearms and firearms purchases 
were offered ‘‘en bloc’’ and adopted. One of 
the amendments in the package called for the 
immediate destruction of gun sale background 
check records. I did not support this package 

of amendments since neither the Justice De-
partment nor Attorney General Ashcroft, the 
nation’s chief law enforcement officer, would—
or could—tell me if these provisions would im-
pact the ability of law enforcement to stop 
criminals, or worse, terrorists. As chairman of 
the CJS subcommittee, I repeatedly asked for 
a formal position from the Justice Department 
about how the proposed amendments would 
affect law enforcement efforts but never got an 
answer. 

As House and Senate negotiators met to 
discuss the final version of the FY 2004 CJS 
bill—now folded into the omnibus spending 
bill—the provision calling for the ‘‘immediate’’ 
destruction of the background records was 
dropped. Now, at the eleventh hour of wrap-
ping up the FY 2004 appropriations process, 
the Justice Department is actively supporting a 
‘‘compromise’’ that would reduce the time 
background records are held from the current 
law standard of up to 90 days to 24 hours. 
This extreme change comes despite the fact 
that there is still no explanation or detail about 
what impact such a change would have on 
protecting mothers and fathers, daughters and 
sons, from criminals and terrorists. 

It is irresponsible to tack such a provision 
into a year-end spending bill without knowing 
and understanding the full impacts. According 
to the FBI, in 2002 more than 3,500 guns 
were sold and then later had to be retrieved 
because information came in after the sale 
was allowed to proceed which would have 
prohibited the sale. I repeat: 3,500 guns on 
the street which shouldn’t have been there. It 
is chilling to think what would happen if a 24-
hour system were in place. 

Moreover, any proposal for such a drastic 
change should be fully aired before the Con-
gress and interested parties. It should be 
noted that the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police continues to stand by its Sep-
tember 2001 letter to the FBI stating that the 
90-day records retention period should not be 
shortened. 

Under current law, licensed dealers gen-
erally are not to transfer firearms to an indi-
vidual until the search determines that the 
transfer will not violate applicable federal or 
state law. Persons prohibited by federal law 
from receiving a firearm include convicted fel-
ons, fugitives, unlawful drug users, and aliens 
illegally or unlawfully in the United States. If 
the background check is not completed within 
three business days, the dealer is not prohib-
ited from transferring the firearm. Current law 
regarding retention of gun purchase checks 
says that information on sales that have been 
allowed to proceed can be kept for up to 90 
days in the FBI’s National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS) audit log, 
after which the records must be destroyed. 

The audit log contains information related to 
each background check requested by a li-
censed firearms dealer, including the NICS re-
sponse (e.g., proceed or denied) and the his-
tory of all activity related to the transaction. 
According to the NICS regulations, information 
on allowed firearms sales is used only for pur-
poses related to ensuring the proper operation 
of the system or conducting audits of the use 
of the system. 

I submit for the RECORD a Washington Post 
article from November 18 with the headline, 
‘‘FBI Curbed in Tracking Gun Buyers,’’ which 
reports on a ‘‘new FBI background-check sys-
tem that notifies counterterrorism agents when 
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